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removes last ~ °E`°"°_~'Ta" 
f toxic sludge - 
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8y Mitchell Schnurman 
The L®ader d Presa 

The last truckload of hatardous-metal sludge has been 
Qauled away from t.he wastewater lagoon at Litton Indus- 
tries, and today the company's general manager looked to- 
ward healthier times. 

"We're in the business of making circuitry boards, not 
eleaning up sludges," said Ron Enos of Litton. "Now that 
the cleanup's done, all we're going to do is put grass on 
(the area) and mow it." 

Enos is conGdent that grass, indeed, will grow there — 
after spending more than $250,000 to assure it. That was 
the cost of the state ordered clean-up, which rid the three- 
acre site of nearly 12 million gallons of toxic wastes. The 
project was completed more than a week ago, and now' 
Enos said, "We're just waiting for the grass to grow." 
• This wilt be no small achievement, said Department of 
Natural Resources officials, considering that the area was 
so badly contaminated in March that it was declared an 
emergency. DNR ofricials then were concerned that toxic 	 ~ 
material from the fragile lagoon would seep into the 
groundwater. 

Today, DNR officials said they are certain that ground- 
water was contaminated during the seven years the lagoon 
operated, but they also said the problem has been re- 
eolved. 

'"tbere's no doubt about the contamination before," said 
Burt McCullough, an environmental specialist with the 
DNR's Springrield ofCice. "But now we really don't think 
any more is going to happen." 

The cleanup was monitoned closely by DNR experts who 
said they made certain that soil samples fe11 within agreed• 
upon cont.amination standards. Soil standards are not set 
by the federal government, so representatives from Litton 
and the state agency decided upon safe and reasonable 
levels, McCullough said. 

The standards set the maximum amount of inet.als at 
250 milligrams per kilogram of soil, which McCullough 
said is not much more than the 100 milligrams that occurs 
in the ground naturally. 

Two feet of additional soil was put on top of the site, and 
then it was graded to enhance runoff aRer heavy rains. To-
gether, the action should prevent rainwater from shifting 
the remaining metals concentrations to other aneas. 
McCullough said. 

During the cleanup, about 100 coal•sized trucks were 
used, carrying 2,000 cubic yards of the sludge to a chemi• 
eal waste dump in Joliet, 111. The trucks, owned by a na• 	: 
tional disposal company called Chemical Waste Manage• ~ 
pnenf llfte. i  were covered and plastic-lined, said 
A9ctulioiigti: 

"VYe're jtis( glad Ld see It's 6nally over." be said. "It's 
beesi a chronicpro$len'i for years." 

iYiltoti Eontinlies to pretreat its wastewater 
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Oerfineiit spot-check it as well. • ` 
::nd •;s sse o ~xi m ta ~ 	 = 	 t'We've had plant upsets since they came on line" said .0 e~i c 	<e e ~~ 	t~~ 	r 	s~ ra` ~ It~ lif 	 ~ .. s; ~n ~ ~~f ~Send ~~ e aining~ ~~~ 	~ 6 ~~ 	Eha>'teei  referring to two fish kills that occurred on the 

e;y~ ee ',~r~̀ 'gat`men~`~~~;  A~~g~ ~~g ~~{~~~ tittle  JdE River aRer Litton joined the system in March. 
~ 	fy,~. e I.i 	. 	a 	~3Ut wQ had upsets befare ~ too. As far as we can tell the ~ p~.~ 	~ j~~~ 1')= ~!>• ~~Rll ~~~b~ 0~z.~3>~ ►~ d~ weren't Litton's fault." 	 , 	Y  propriaFely, sai ob Schaefei, superv ~sor of sanitary serv- 
ices for the city. . 	 i.itton accounts for about 100,000 of the plant's daily 

He said Litton constantly monitors tts wastewater to as- load of 3.S ~111ion gallons of wastewater. Because of the 
sure that it is within standards, and officials from his de• demands put on the fndustry when It switched from its la- 

goon system to the present pretreatment method, Schaefer 
' 	 said the limits imposed on Litton were consecvative — and ~ temporary. 

"But they were htgh enough so that we were safe," sald 
t Schaefer. "lt's just that w6 wouldn't be able to handle 
~ (additional similar industries) if those limits were kept." 

	

= 	Litton's present limits are in effect until January 1984. 
Unless problems arise at the plant, they will not be 

~ changed .before that . time, Schaefer said, but afterwards 
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